Nnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 4, 2020

Seema Verma, MPH

Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 445-G
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Administrator Verma:

We write to express support for the Medicare Advantage program and the high-quality care that
participating plans provide to 22 million seniors and individuals with disabilities. We appreciate the
Administration’s work to preserve and strengthen the program for current and future beneficiaries. As
annual updates are considered for plan year 2021, we ask you to provide Medicare Advantage plans the
incentives and flexibility to offer affordable, patient-centered options, including to beneficiaries with End
Stage Renal Disease who have the opportunity to enroll in a Medicare Advantage plan for the first time.

Millions of seniors and individuals with disabilities depend on Medicare Advantage for their
comprehensive health care coverage. Enthusiasm for the program remains strong, with more than 94
percent of enrollees reporting high satisfaction with their plan. This year, average premiums are expected
to decline by 14 percent, the lowest average premium since 2007, while enrollment is projected to
increase to more than 24 million. Further, the average number of Medicare Advantage plan choices
continues to increase, with 93 percent of beneficiaries having access to a plan that includes prescription
drug coverage for no additional premium.

We appreciate your efforts to facilitate plan offerings including care coordination, disease management
programs, out-of-pocket spending limits, innovative benefit designs, and plan flexibility to fit seniors’
specific needs. In 2020, more beneficiaries will have access to telehealth and home and community-based
services, such as adult day care and in-home support services, food assistance, transportation and home
modifications. We look forward to working with the Administration to ensure that beneficiaries are easily
able to shop for a plan that fits their needs on the redesigned Plan Finder website, and understand their
ability to switch plans when appropriate.

For plan year 2021, we encourage you to implement policies that incentivize quality improvements,
ensure program stability and appropriate oversight, support value-based payment arrangements with
providers, and ease enrollment processes to enhance beneficiary experience and increase access to
coverage.

Sincerely.
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