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hope that the brave Rhode Islanders 
that gave us Gaspee Day will be re-
membered with those other giants of 
the Revolution, and given their due 
place in our Nation’s history. 

f 

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, earlier 
this week, I asked Idahoans to share 
with me how high energy prices are af-
fecting their lives, and they responded 
by the hundreds. The stories, num-
bering over 1,000, are heartbreaking 
and touching. To respect their efforts, 
I am submitting every e-mail sent to 
me through energy_prices@crapo 
.senate.gov to the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. This is not an issue that will 
be easily resolved, but it is one that de-
serves immediate and serious atten-
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard. 
Their stories not only detail their 
struggles to meet everyday expenses, 
but also have suggestions and rec-
ommendations as to what Congress can 
do now to tackle this problem and find 
solutions that last beyond today. I ask 
unanimous consent to have today’s let-
ters printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD as follows: 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The rising cost 
of fuel and food are a big concern for us that 
live in Northern Idaho. We live in a lightly 
populated area and the trips to ‘‘town’’ are 
right at 100 miles round trip. We are on So-
cial Security and Social Security doesn’t 
allow a lot of flexibility in what a person can 
spend. Basic items like home heating and 
food prices have made huge changes in the 
way we live. 

Recently we had a death in the family in 
another state (Arizona). After figuring the 
cost of both driving and flying we deter-
mined it would be too much of an expense for 
us to go. We sent our love and regards—but 
that doesn’t take the place of a hug. The 
cost of heating our home with heating oil 
has gone from under a dollar a gallon to 3.97 
at the last tank fill up. That is a huge in-
crease for a basic need. Many are worse off 
then we are and have to choose between 
being warm and eating. Something must be 
done. 

Every day we see our government reaching 
out with aid to other countries. . . .what 
about those right here in America? I expect 
the stimulus payment most people received 
went to catch up on a couple of bills—no one 
could afford the luxury of just frivolously 
spending it. We need everyday, down-to- 
earth practical help so basic needs can be 
met. 

Please stop this ever-increasing price on 
fuel and food. 

Thank you. . . .sincerely, 
MR. AND MRS. RAY, Priest River. 

I normally drive our 1999 Chevy Suburban. 
It gets 14 MPG on average. With gas prices 
over $4.00 a gallon I just use this simple rule 
of thumb to calculate how much a trip on 
the interstate costs me. It’s simple. At nor-
mal interstate speed of 65 MPH, it costs me 
$20.00 an hour to drive. 65 divided by 14 = 4.65 
x $4.10 a gallon = $19.00 not including wear 
and tear. So $20.00 an hour is my rule of 
thumb. 

Now if I lived 1 hour from work and I made 
$12.50 an hour, I would have to work 3.2 hours 
more to get my 8 hours pay. 

Do the math yourself. This has to be fixed. 
A few things that bother me the most: 
Hearing that the gas companies have made 

‘‘record profits’’ again while I’m paying for 
it; the price of a barrel of oil goes up in the 
morning then by noon the same day the 
price of gas goes up even though that gas has 
been in the underground tank for days; the 
price of a barrel of oil goes down in the 
morning but the gas prices stay the same 
until they can go up again later; relying on 
foreign oil. That is relying on a foreign peo-
ple who are not necessarily our friends or 
care about us; we have oil under our own 
ground but can’t get it? Why? 

Here’s a question. Since when is not having 
oil not a national security issue? 

AARON, Caldwell. 

SENATOR: Nightly, I listen to a number of 
pundits and politicos debate the ‘‘solutions’’ 
to our energy problems. One of the more ri-
diculous ones is mandating people switch to 
higher fuel efficiency automobiles (i.e., buy a 
new car). As a small business owner, our 
health insurance premiums have just gone 
up (again), the minimum wage has risen, gro-
cery costs are rising and our 401k is dimin-
ishing. The very thought of anyone in Con-
gress telling me I have to replace my ‘‘paid 
for’’ cars, and take out a loan to buy a new 
(more energy efficient) car is ludicrous!! Gas-
oline would have to be over $10 a gallon to 
make economic sense to my family, in lieu 
of absorbing a car payment. 

I support drilling offshore and in ANWAR, 
as well as shale oil extraction. I think it’s 
time that the world’s most technologically- 
advanced nation illustrate to the world the 
most technologically advanced means of ex-
tracting energy. I’m deeply offended that the 
United States government, who can’t profit-
ably manage Amtrak, the US Postal Service, 
or even its own Senate cafeteria, has the au-
dacity to pretend to convince me that they 
know more about ‘‘safe & sound’’ energy ex-
traction than the companies that are profes-
sionals in this endeavor. I hear people crying 
about how drilling in the US might ‘‘spoil 
natural resources’’! I’d be willing to wager 
that if we weren’t dependent upon Middle 
Eastern oil, we could have, most likely, 
saved about 4,000 US Servicemen and wom-
en’s lives. That cost of natural resource is in-
finitely greater than a handful of caribou! 

Respectfully, 
DANIEL, Boise. 

My mother-in-law (80 years old) had emer-
gency surgery in Grand Junction, Colorado. 
With increased fuel prices, the air fare to fly 
my wife to Grand Junction ONE WAY was al-
most $900. I drove separately to Grand Junc-
tion so our car would be available for our 
use. The total mileage over a week’s time 
was in excess of 1,500 miles and, at over $4.00/ 
gal, our fuel bill (23 miles/gal) exceeded 
$260.00. I’d like to buy a more fuel-efficient 
car, but my down payment was significantly 
reduced! 

In eastern Idaho, the cost to go camping, 
fishing, or hunting will average from 50 
miles to 150 miles or more round trip. A 
weekend outing has increased in cost from 
$5.00 to $16.00 for someone with a small SUV 
to $7.50–$22.50 when using the standard pick-
up and pulling a boat or trailer. This is based 
on $4.00/gal fuel compared to $2.50/gal a year 
ago. Summertime costs can easily be $100 per 
month more for fuel in this area just for sim-
ple recreation (long distances and not much 
else to do). Add a few trips to the store for 
supplies and the costs can be 50% higher. We 
can’t afford these extra costs. 

Some think the answer is E–85 Ethanol 
from corn, but that does NOT save signifi-
cant petroleum products and creates addi-
tional water pollution in corn-growing 

states. Additionally, my cost for food for my 
family has gone up significantly because of 
the increase in the price of corn. So why, oh 
why, do you in the government PAY the Mid-
west ethanol producers $0.51/gal to pollute 
the water and drive up the cost of food 
throughout the country, while still using as 
much oil for tractors in the fields, fuel 
trucks to transport the ethanol (it can’t go 
in pipelines), fertilizer, fuel the ethanol 
plants, and other energy costs for something 
that only has about 68% of the energy con-
tent of gasoline? You in the government 
should get out of the way of the energy in-
dustry. They were doing fine before govern-
ment got involved. Please let the energy sec-
tor drill for oil, develop coal and oil shale 
gasification technologies, mine the off-shore 
methane deposits, and set as a goal that nu-
clear power plants will be licensed as fast as 
they can be built. Government reviews 
should be minimal and should help instead of 
hinder our progress. Wind power should be 
developed in areas which have minimal im-
pact (look at the INL site—huge area where 
the Idaho wind blows all the time). Small 
solar installations could easily be developed 
as the solar energy industry grows. The very 
best thing that government could do is to 
GET OUT OF THE WAY!! Maybe a few in-
sects and frogs will die as a result, but it is 
better than running out of energy and then 
trying to figure out what to do in the dark 

DARYL. 

SENATOR CRAPO: I wanted to briefly share 
some of the impacts the high fuel prices are 
having on my family. I drive 32 miles one 
way to work. My car gets about 25 miles per 
gallon. So it is costing me almost $10 a day 
just to go to work. My husband is a farmer. 
We normally purchase 500 gallons of fuel at 
a time for the farm. We have not been finan-
cially able to buy it this spring/summer. He 
has cut back on the water of the crop be-
cause the power bills are so high, which will 
most likely affect the yield. Fertilizer is 
skyrocketing. Diesel is ridiculous. Our entire 
food supply is going to be affected as other 
farmers face these same problems. We are 
not buying any extras anymore. Groceries 
have increased, so non-essentials like chips, 
candy, boxed cereals, etc. are out. We are not 
eating out like we used to either. We nor-
mally ate out once or twice a week. For the 
past 18 years, I have planted beautiful potted 
flowers for the entrance of our home, usually 
spending around $300. I will not be planting 
flowers like that this year. We are not buy-
ing any new clothes for summer. We’ll have 
to make do. 

We live in an area where several years ago 
BP Petroleum came through and indicated 
that studies show fuel resources are avail-
able, however, nothing that we know of is 
being done to proceed with any exploration 
or development. 

You would think that a country as great as 
ours with as many resources as we have 
would not allow themselves to be held hos-
tage to foreign fuel resources!!!! We would 
appreciate any help you can send our way. 

Sincerely, 
MARIE. 

PROPOSITION FUEL REFUND AND REFORM 
Item 1: There shall be a $4.0 billion one- 

time charge imposed against each Refinery 
listed in Item 1 that shall be refunded to all 
California drivers with a valid California 
drivers license and age 18 and over. This 
Charge shall be apply to Exxon Mobil, BP 
(includes ARCO), Texaco, Chevron, Conoco 
Phillips, Shell, and Citgo. Each Refinery 
Charged the refund shall pay their amount 
to the California State Treasury for dis-
bursement within 60 days of the passage of 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:33 Jun 25, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A24JN6.015 S24JNPT1er
ow

e 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

61
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


