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Inspiring all girls

to be strong,

smart, and boldSM
Girls Incorporated Recognizes 

Teen Dating Violence Awareness Week

February 6, 2006 – Washington, DC

Girls Incorporated applauds Senator Mike Crapo and the American Bar Association for establishing National Teen Dating Violence Awareness Week. We are proud to be a sponsor of the inaugural celebration and would like to thank the many other organizations who share our vision of creating a safe world for girls. National Teen Dating Violence Awareness Week brings crucial attention to the severity of teen dating violence. It is also an opportunity to give hope that there are effective ways to prevent and end teen dating violence through education and advocacy. 

Teen Dating Violence and Girls

Teen dating violence touches lives of the hundreds of thousands of girls that we reach each year, sometimes with tragic results. Consider the story of Azyia McLaughlin, a 17-year-old girl who was a program participant at Girls Inc. of Wilmington, NC. Azyia was a senior in high school with incredible promise. She dreamed of attending college and then pharmacy school and worked hard toward those dreams. But on a Tuesday morning in October 2004, Azyia's dreams ended when her ex-boyfriend came to her house before school and shot and killed her. As if the loss of her life weren’t terrible enough, Azyia was the third female in four months killed by a former partner in Wilmington.

Statistics show that:

· 1 in 5 female high school students report being physically and/or sexually abused by a dating partner.
 

· 1 in 3 teens report knowing a friend or peer who has been hit, punched, slapped, choked, or physically hurt by his/her partner.
 

In addition to physical harm, we know that the abuse girls experience in violent relationships also is associated with other risky behaviors. Girls who experience abuse are 4 to 6 times more likely to get pregnant and 8 to 9 times more likely to have tried to commit suicide. We must put an end to teen dating violence tragedies by educating our teens and communities about this violence and how to help. 

What We Do

Girls Inc. is a nonprofit organization that inspires all girls to be strong, smart, and boldSM.  With local roots dating to 1864 and national status since 1945, Girls Inc. has responded to the changing needs of girls through research-based programs and public education efforts that empower girls to understand, value, and assert their rights.  In 2004, Girls Inc. reached nearly 800,000 girls through Girls Inc. affiliates, our website, and educational publications. Girls Inc. believes that girls have the right to be safe, and we know that violence, including teen dating violence, takes away that right. We address violence in girls’ lives in several ways: 

Girls Inc. Project BOLD® strengthens girls’ abilities to lead safer lives by developing strategies for self-defense, seeking out caring adults to help with personal violence, and advocating on violence issues. This research-based, age-appropriate curriculum teaches girls about their right to be safe, along with concrete skills and strategies to stay as safe as possible. Project BOLD creates a comfortable space for girls to explore these issues, and connects them with caring adults and community resources that they can turn to if they are victims of violence.

Girls Inc. Safe in My World is an initiative to raise awareness about violence in girls’ lives and bring communities together to make changes that improve girls’ safety. Girls conduct research in their communities about the violence that they experience, and then present their findings to community members and leaders in a public or private meeting to encourage changes. As part of this initiative Girls Inc. has held the Safe in My World Photography Contest and will host an exhibit on Capitol Hill to display the winning images taken by girls around the nation. 

The Violence Against Women Act was reauthorized and signed into law this year with new provisions for prevention and intervention programs for young people. Girls Inc. worked to secure passage of this legislation and will now turn our attention to securing appropriations for these new ground-breaking and life-saving programs. 
Contact: Taiia Smart-Young (212) 509-2000 x. 229
(








� Bureau of Justice Statistics, Violence Against Women: Estimates from the Redesigned Survey, August 1995.


� Bureau of Justice Statistics, Crime Data Brief, Intimate Partner Violence, 1993-2001, February 2003.





_939034236.unknown

