February 6-10, 2006

NATIONAL TEEN DATING VIOLENCE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION WEEK
WHEREAS,
a form of domestic violence, teen dating violence is generally an unspoken problem that is only now beginning to receive attention.  One in three female high school students report physical or sexual abuse by a dating partner, and more than 40 percent of male and female high school students have been victims of dating violence at least once; and 
WHEREAS,
those abused during adolescence are at a higher risk for substance abuse, eating disorders, risky sexual behavior, and suicide, and many will continue to be abused during their adult relationships; and
WHEREAS,
unfortunately, 81 percent of parents either believe teen dating violence is not an issue or admit they do not know if it is an issue.  Consequently, the American Bar Association has embarked on a national campaign to raise awareness about teen dating violence; and

WHEREAS,
thanks to funding from the United States Department of Health and Human Services, the American Bar Association hosted a Teen Dating Violence Prevention National Summit in November of 2004.  During the summit, state teams from across the country developed awareness and prevention toolkits for use by high schools during the 1st Annual National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Week, which will be held from February 6-10; and
WHEREAS,
children are extremely impressionable, and studies show that raising children today requires the help of an entire community.  Remaining silent about teen dating violence sends a message that it is acceptable, but by working together we can prevent this deplorable behavior:
THEREFORE, I Rod R. Blagojevich, Governor of the State of Illinois, do hereby proclaim February 6-10, 2006 as NATIONAL TEEN DATING VIOLENCE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION WEEK in support of the American Bar Association’s wonderful campaign to bring attention to teen dating violence, which has been ignored for far too long, and to encourage all citizens to learn what they can do to prevent it.


Issued by the Governor on January 13.


Filed with the Secretary of State.

