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AMA PROUD TO BE A SPONSOR OF NATIONAL TEEN DATING VIOLENCE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION WEEK

Physicians play key role in violence intervention and prevention strategies 
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“The American Medical Association (AMA) is proud to be a sponsor of the National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Week.  As physicians, we play a key role in early intervention and violence prevention strategies to protect the well-being of our teenagers. 
“The violation of trust in relationships can have lasting negative impact on the emotional and psychological development of our children.  Adolescents are already exposed to increasing amounts of violence in their lives, even in areas that previously provided safe havens such as homes and schools.  Unfortunately, youth violence has also invaded another area of presumed safety: interpersonal relationships. 

“The majority of physicians who treat young patients will encounter adolescents in abusive relationships.  To help physicians recognize and identify victims of violence, the AMA founded the Advisory Council on Violence and Abuse.  The council, a consortium of more than 30 health-related organizations, educates physicians and health care professionals on the extent of youth violence and provides resources to physicians caring for victims.  
“Any form of teen dating violence is unacceptable, and we must continue to raise awareness and actively participate in strategies for prevention.   It is our responsibility to help young adults, families and communities understand this position and work toward the day when our children can live in a safe and healthy environment that is free of fear and abuse.”
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