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Dear General Lynch:

| am writing to appeal for clemency for
the state of I[daho assigned to Headquz
Battalion, 501%' Infantry Regiment, 4" B
based at Fort Richardson, Alaska.
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While citizens of Iraq and Iraqi leaders
of this case, | urge you to consider the
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second decision whether to fire or be fi
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Sergeant Evan Vela, a constituent from
rters and Headquarters Company, 1
rigade (Airborne), 25" Infantry Division,

gt. Vela followed an order from his

t his unit’s position would be

rshest punishment among the co-

unts of the rules of engagement, | have
la’s physical and mental conditions at the
r of mitigating factors and extenuating
compelling argument for clemency, and
st-trial review.

the current conflict in Iraq has introduced
pvernment and military. Too often and to
olitical considerations of nation-building
anders on the ground are also shouldered
t day-to-day security and stabilization

and success of our men and women in
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may have strong interest in the outcome
compelling message sent to fellow

> in their mission. Most of us cannot

) undergo when they have to make a split-
red upon, to kill or be killed. This War,
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Furthermore, soldiers are trained to follow orders issued to facilitate order and
safety on the battlefield. When orders issued in high stress situations, such as
Sgt. Vela found himself, contravene order, safety and perhaps the Rules of
Engagement, more than one individual must be held accountable for the
outcome, and the responsibility for errors in judgment must be shared by all
involved. The outcome of this case could create an environment where under
fire or in a threatening situation could hesitate to defend themselves or their
comrades from a perceived threat. In my view, the final judgment in Sgt. Vela’s
case calls into question the standard evaluation of basic rules of engagement,
creating uncertain and dangerous operational environments for commanders and
soldiers involved in day-to-day combat missions.

Just as you and Sgt. Vela wear the same uniform, Sgt. Vela and | share a state
and community identity. | trust you will give this decision all the fairness and
consideration that Sgt. Vela, as a member of the United States military, deserves
and has earned with his service. While Evan Vela may never again wear the
uniform of a soldier in the U.S. Army, | urge you to consider granting Sgt. Vela
the ability to continue service to his country. The discipline and dedication which
served him in the Army will continue to serve him in future years.

On behalf of Idaho and the United States, | would like to express my sincere

gratitude and respect for your service to our country. | appreciate your attention
and consideration of this request for clemency for Sgt. Vela.

Sincerely,
M &7@’ B

Mike Crapo
United States Senator




