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BAGHDAD — Iraqi Security Forces
(ISF) and their U.S. partners recently
distributed a variety of clothes and
supplies to students in two schools in the
Karada district here.

More than 400 children gathered outside
the Qairwan Elementary School’s
courtyard to receive their supplies.

Iraqi National Police (NP) officers
and Multi-National Division—Baghdad
Soldiers handed students backpacks,
notebooks, pencil sets and crayons. Most
of the supplies were donated by several
organizations from the U.S., as well as
family members of deployed troops.

As Coalition forces continue enabling
their ISF counterparts, Iraqi citizens are
seen relying more and more on the ISF to
improve their day to day life.

“With the ISF in the lead, [Iraqi citizens]
are now able to address their problems
with NP officers because they realize the
NP play a role in their community,” said

Capt. Marcus Long, assigned to the
National Police Transition Team (NPTT).
“Events like this allow the people to see
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Iraqgi Sgt. Maj. Thamir provides first aid to an Iraqi child during a foot patrol in the city of

Karada. The boy was treated for a large gash on his head, and given a toy for his
courage. Photo by Staff Sgt. Alex Licea, 82nd Airborne Division Public Affairs.
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U.S. Agricultural
Team Vaccinates

Baby Chickens

MAHMUDIYAH — The U.S. State
Department’s Embedded Provincial
Reconstruction Team (EPRT) participated
in a project inoculating and delivering
chickens to the Mahmudiyah Poultry
Association, Feb. 27.

Charles Russell, an agricultural
advisor for the EPRT, traveled to the
Poultry Agkardi Hatchery here to assist
local Iraqi farmers in spraying 22,000
chicks—each 21-days-old—with a vaccine
to protect them from Gumboro disease.

Gumboro disease (also known as
infectious bursal disease) destroys a chick-

en’s immune system, leaving it susceptible
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A U.S. combat medic with the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division, makes a
photographic record of a patient’s foot. These medics treat Coalition and Iragi Security
Forces plus civilians in the Maysan, Muthanna and Dhi Qar provinces. Courtesy photo.

Medics Offer Iragis Physical Therany

COB ADDER — Two Soldiers from the
4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry
Division, are responsible for providing
physical therapy across three of Iraq’s
southern-most provinces.

Capt. Candi Darst and Spc. Nicholas
Pieper, assigned to the 27th Brigade
Support Battalion, have provided their
medical skills to Coalition forces, Iraqi
Security Forces and Iraqi civilians in the
Maysan, Muthanna and Dhi Qar provinces
since the unit arrived here last summer.

“While the contributions of the brigade
physical therapist are not immediately
noticeable, the effects are felt throughout
the brigade through improved morale and
welfare to the Soldier,” explained Darst,
the 27th BSB lead Physical Therapist. “It
is an invaluable asset and preserves the
well being of numerous Soldiers.”

Darst, a native of Newport News, Va.,
uses sports injury medical practices to heal

many Soldiers’ and civilians’ injuries.

She travels at least once a month to
provide care to the troops in remote
locations. Her missions sometimes mean
hours on the dusty roads of Iraq to care for
troops.

“I have spent time on what seems like a
hundred outposts over here, and have not
experienced the level of support given by
Capt. Darst,” said Sgt. 1st Class Steven
Bliss, a physical therapy technician work-
ing in her coverage area.

While Darst is out on missions, Pieper,
a native of Ovievo, Fla., remains here
keeping patients on their way to recovery
until the senior therapist returns. He assists
the military healthcare providers with the
proper orthopedic bracing and exercise
care.

Recently, Darst had the opportunity to
support ‘Operation Future Steps,” a medi-

Farmers
Receive New

Tractors

COMBAT OUTPOST MEADE —
Multi-National Division—Baghdad
Soldiers presented 14 new tractors to
local Shaykhs from the Lutifiyah Nahia
during a ceremony here, March 5.

Each ArmaTrac 602 tractor
should help to cultivate an area over
25,000,000 square feet.

Troops from Task Force 4th Battalion,
27th Field Artillery, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Armored Division,
used funds from the Commander’s
Emergency Response Program to
purchase the 14 new tractors.

“When we were first asked [by the
Lutifiyah council], we immediately
wanted to help,” said Lt. Col. Michael
Mammay, commander, TF 4-27 FA.
“Agriculture is very important in
helping this area.”

Since November, the battalion leader-
ship has worked on transporting these
tractors from Turkey to the farmers
who need them. Throughout the effort,
the council has continued to help the
Coalition forces daily in their efforts to
secure a safe Iraq.

The improving security situation
and decreased attacks against Coali-
tion forces, Iraqi Security Forces
and the Iraqi people has allowed the
local government here to continue
improving the economy for a better
quality of life. The tractors will allow
local farmers to grow crops and

Moments in TiMe: still Images from the Military’s Best Photographers

UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter flies over a
mosque in Baghdad, Feb. 27, 2009.
Photo by Staff Sgt. Lynette Hoke.

Iraqi leaders place the first tile for a
courthouse project, Feb. 27, 2009.
Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Joe Thompson.

U.S. Army Soldiers relax while waiting to
board a transit bus on Camp Taji, Feb. 23,
2009. Photo by Sgt. Jacob H. Smith.
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