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September 26, 2006
Senator Mike Crapo

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Crapo:

On behalf of the 3.2 million members of the National Education Association (NEA), we would like to express our support for the Improving No Child Left Behind Act.  We thank you for your leadership in introducing this important legislation, which we believe will help ensure more effective and realistic measurements of student and school performance and make positive changes to provisions in the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) that have caused negative and unintended consequences in public schools. 

NEA has consistently expressed support for NCLB’s goals—closing achievement gaps, increasing student achievement, and ensuring that all students learn from qualified teachers.  However, we believe several major changes to NCLB are needed to ensure great public schools for every child.  We are pleased that your bill reflects recommendations on assessments, targeting resources, and flexibility in developing a reasonable accountability system.  Specifically, we support your proposals to:

· Allow states flexibility to use additional assessment models for measuring student progress and to receive credit under Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) formulas for gains students make. 
· Provide states additional flexibility in assessing students with disabilities.  The Individualized Education Program of a student with disabilities would be given greater weight in choosing an appropriate assessment.

· Implement more accurate and fair assessments of English Language Learners.

· Better target designation of schools as “in need of improvement” by limiting such designation to when the same student group falls short of meeting AYP in the same subject for two years.
· Provide states with flexibility to offer supplemental education services sooner than currently permitted under NCLB.  Your bill allows these services to be offered during the first year in which a school is identified as in need of improvement, instead of first providing transfer options.
Again, we thank you for considering NCLB changes recommended by a number of stakeholders and for taking a leadership role by introducing this bill.  We look forward to working with you to garner additional support for this measure as Congress begins the process of reauthorizing NCLB.  If you need any assistance, please contact either Kim Anderson (Kanderson@nea.org) in NEA Government Relations or Donna Harris-Aikens (DHarris-Aikens@nea.org) in Education Policy and Practice.
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Sincerely,

Diane Shust






Randall Moody

Director of Government Relations



Manager of Federal Policy and Politics

cc: 
Sherry Wood, President, Idaho Education Association
Jim Shackleford, Executive Director, Idaho Education Association
