Wnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 16, 2016

Andrew Slavitt

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W., Room 445-G
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Acting Administrator Slavitt:

We write in advance of the CY2017 45-Day Notice for Medicare Advantage to reiterate our
strong support for preserving the high quality health plan options, benefits and services that our
constituents depend on through Medicare Advantage. Given the impact that payment policies
could have on our constituents, we ask that you prioritize beneficiaries’ experience by
maintaining payment levels and avoiding harmful policy proposals for 2017.

Today, 17 million seniors and individuals with disabilities are enrolled in Medicare Advantage,
which offers innovative and coordinated care delivery systems. Medicare Advantage is of
particular importance to beneficiaries with chronic conditions, as plans have the flexibility to
offer in-home health clinical visits as well as disease management programs not always available
in traditional Medicare. This individualized, comprehensive care results in improved health
outcomes and aligns with our shared focus on value-based payment.

Annual payment and policy changes create disruption and confusion among beneficiaries,
especially in low-income, rural and minority populations. Any cuts that may be proposed this
year would have the potential to stifle innovation and impede beneficiary access to high quality
health care.

Medicare Advantage offers individuals affordable, patient-centered health care. We ask that any
proposed payment or policy changes promote stability and preserve plan options for the millions

of beneficiaries enrolled in the program.

Sincerely,
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